Town of Concord
Board of Health

Minutes from the Meeting

Tuesday, January 19, 2010

(135 Keyes Road)


PRESENT:

David J. Burgess, Chairman




Deborah R. Farnsworth





Dr. Susanna Bedell





Ann M. Snow





Brent L. Reagor, Public Health Director





Karen M. Byrne, Administrative Assistant


OTHERS:

Judith Quanrud, 36 Rollingwood Lane (FinCom)

1.
BOARD OF HEALTH DISCUSSION – Risk Based Food Inspection Program

The Board briefly reviewed the material prepared by Public Health Inspector, Gabrielle White as it related to the new risk based food inspection program being implemented by the Health Department.  Due to an illness, Ms. White was unable to attend; therefore, the consensus of the Board was to postpone discussion until the March meeting so she could directly address any questions the Board may have.

Mr. Reagor commended the Public Health Inspector on her effort and time commitment in developing this program.  He believed the Board would be very pleased with the end result when it was presented in March.
2.
TOWN MEETING DISCUSSION

The Board reviewed a “red-lined” version of the (2) Warrant Articles that were submitted to Town Counsel prior to printing in the Town Warrant for Town Meeting 2010.  The changes were minimal (from what was drafted by DJ Wilson, Massachusetts Municipal Association).


Following a brief discussion, Deborah Farnsworth voted that the Board hold a Public Hearing on February 9, 2010, 135 Keyes Road for public comment on the (2) Warrant Articles that the Board will present at Town Meeting:

· Sale of Tobacco to Minors Bylaw

· The Smoke Free Work Place (formerly known as the Smoking in Food Establishment Bylaw).

Dave Burgess seconded it.  All VOTED in favor.


Notice of the Public Hearing will be printed in the Concord Journal on Thursday, February 4, 2010.


The Public Health Director noted that the Town Moderator was considering (4) consecutive nights (April 26-29) for Town Meeting instead of running into the next week.  Originally, staff thought the Board’s articles would be heard on the 3rd night, but now it was not as certain.  Mr. Reagor said the Board of Health needs to be on hand during the presentation of the articles it is presenting for questions, and particularly, if any modifications are made to it from the floor; the Board would have to vote whether it would support the changes or not.

At the next hearing, the Board will determine who will present the Articles at the Selectmen’s Hearing on March 1, 2010.  Mr. Reagor reminded the Board that the Selectmen’s Hearing was basically a dry run for what would be presented at Town Meeting.


Dr. Bedell recommended that the Public Health Director and/or the Board write a press release or an article for the newspaper prior to Town Meeting discussing the positive impact these types of tobacco regulations have had on public health as a whole.  This will be discussed further at the February meeting.

3.
REPORTS
Chairman’s Report & Other Board Members

Deborah Farnsworth advised the Board that the 2229 Main Street Committee would be meeting with the EPA for an informational hearing on the methods that will be used during the clean up at the former Nuclear Metals site.  She hopes to have an update for the Board at the March meeting.

Report from the Public Health Director

The Public Health Director updated the Board on the tremendously successful Public H1N1 Clinic organized by the Health Department and Emerson Home Care held at the Concord-Carlisle High School on Tuesday, January 12, 2010 (5:30-7:30 pm).


Mr. Reagor noted that he utilized an on-line registration process which was a very successful way to keep track of the number of residents signing up.  For those without email/web access, the Health Department staff assisted them through the screening process over the telephone.
The clinic was facilitated by the entire Health Department staff, (7) Emerson Hospital Home Care nurses, a pediatrician, and (28) volunteers from the Medical Reserve Corps.  At the end of the clinic, 780 people had been successfully screened and vaccinated for the H1N1 virus.  

Both Mr. Reagor and Ms. Byrne said minus a few minor logistical glitches at the beginning of the clinic, it was truly amazing to watch the process unfold and see how efficiently it was run.  Mr. Reagor estimated that from start to finish (holding, screening, waiting in a line and vaccination) the entire process didn’t take longer than 20 minutes per person.  Considering what earlier clinics in the state were experiencing, he couldn’t have been more pleased with the outcome.
4.
SEPTIC BETTERMENT LOAN PROGRAM

There were no septic betterment loans or final betterment lien assessments this month.

5.
REVIEW OF MINUTES & CALENDAR

The Board reviewed and discussed the minutes from the meeting on December 15, 2009.  Dr. Bedell moved to APPROVE the minutes as submitted.  Ann Snow seconded it.  All VOTED to approve.


The next Board of Health meeting will be February 9, 2010 at 135 Keyes Road.
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Respectfully submitted by,

Karen M. O’Keefe-Byrne, Administrative Assistant
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