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Town Of Concord

BUILDING DEPARTMENT
133 Keyes Road

Concord, MA 01742
MASSACHUSETTS BUILDING CODE- Stage and Scenery Requirements for Plays and Performances
Additional CONCORD Fire Department regulations will also be applied. Please Contact the Fire Department at 978-318-3488.
615.3 Platforms

A platform is that raised area within a building used for the presentation of music, plays or other entertainment; the head table for special guests; the raised area for lectures and speakers, boxing and wrestling rings; theater-in-the-round; and similar purposes wherein there are no overhead hanging curtains, drops, scenery or stage effects other than lighting. A temporary platform is one installed for use for not more than 30 days. 

615.3.1 Space Beneath:

The space between the floor and a temporary platform above shall not be used for any purpose other than electrical wiring to platform equipment. Where the space between the floor and a permanent platform above is used for any purpose other than electrical wiring or plumbing, the platform shall provide a 1-hour fire resistance rating.

1. Any platforms and/or constructed scenery exceeding 30” in height will require a Massachusetts State building code compliant guardrail system. The guardrail shall be 42” in height with balusters or solid material such that a sphere with a four (4”) diameter cannot pass through any opening. The guards shall not have an ornamental pattern that would provide a ladder effect. This includes a guardrail on stairs. The guard rail system shall be capable of withstanding a load of 200 pounds (minimum).
2. Stair construction shall meet Massachusetts state building code for riser height of 7” maximum and a tread depth of 11” minimum. These stairs shall have a handrail that shall be continuous, without interruption by newel posts, other structure elements or obstructions. Handrails shall be not less than 34” or more than 38”. The handrail ends shall be returned to a wall or post. All stairway handrails shall have a circular cross section with an outside diameter of at least 1 ¼ and not greater than 2. There are exceptions that may be approved by the Concord Building Department prior to installation.

3. Stair width shall be a minimum of 36”.

4. The platforms constructed of combustible materials must be coated with fire retardant paints. The space between the floor and the platform above shall note be used for any purpose other than electrical wiring to platform equipment. 

FLAME RETARDANT REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Combustible scenery of wood, cloth, dry vegetation, plastics, and similar materials/effects, where permitted, shall be rendered flame resistant. This includes fabrics used for any part of the production ie.curtains and draperies. Approved method of treatment shall be noted by the CONCORD BUILDING DEPARTMENT.
2. All combustible materials used in sets and scenery shall be rendered flame resistant to comply with Article 9 of the Massachusetts Building Code and 527CMR21 Flammable Decorations (Code of Massachusetts Regulations). 
3. The permanent stage curtains shall have up to date certifications on file, available when needed.
LIGHTING: 

1. All lights have to be properly hung and secured with secondary chains/cables. No portable pipes can be installed for hanging lights. 

2. Follow Spot lights have to be on permanent structures. 

3. Electrical connections/cables/wiring must be in accordance with the National Electrical Code. All wiring/connections must be checked out by The Concord Electrical Inspector. 

PLANS: 

Stage, platform, and lighting plans must be submitted to the CONCORD BUILDING DEPARTMENT for approval before construction begins. Including stairs, guards, railings, etc. 
EXITS:
 All designated EXITS are visible and not blocked with stage equipment or scenery. All aisles are kept clear of obstructions, including additional seating.
FIRE ESTINGUISHERS: 

All fire extinguishers shall be in visible location and are up to date on required annual inspections.
INSPECTIONS:
An inspection of the approved set construction and scenery to be inspected by the CONCORD BUILDING DEPARTMENT prior to any opening performance.
